January 15, 2017

Ordinary Time
Second Sunday

“Behold the Lamb of God”
There is no break between Christmas and
Ordinary Time – one flows almost seamlessly
into the other through the Baptism of Jesus.
Today, as we return to the beginning of Our
Lord’s public ministry we stand in the country
of the river Jordan, and recognize Jesus of
Nazareth as the Chosen One of God. John the
Baptist is baptizing people. Jesus is baptized.
John witnesses the descent of the Spirit on
Him. Later John sees Jesus and calls him the
“Lamb of God”, and then directs his disciples to
follow Jesus.

Today’s Bulletin is printed in memory of
Annie Mae & Alfred P. Dierschke, Sr.
Flowers for the Altar this weekend
are donated in thanksgiving to God.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 21
6:30 p.m. Msgr. Eustace Hermes
Sunday, January 22
6:30 a.m. Spec. Intention – Betty & Harry Maskey
9:30 a.m. Annie Mae & Alfred P. Dierschke, Sr.

PREPARING FOR SUNDAY LITURGY
Next weekend is The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time.
Prepare for the liturgy by reflecting on these passages from
your Bible.
First Reading: Isaiah 8:23—9:3
Responsorial Psalm: 27
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23
Martin Luther King Jr. Day – January 16: The federal
holiday reminds us of Dr. King’s achievements and of our
continuing moral obligation to build a more just society.
The Sanctuary Light
will be lit this week
in memory of Alfred P. Dierschke, Sr.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY – JANUARY 18-25
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins on January
18, and concludes on January 25, the feast of the
Conversion of Saint Paul.
This year’s theme is
Reconciliation – The Love of Christ Compels Us (cf 2
Corinthians 5:14-20). This biblical text emphasizes that
reconciliation is a gift from God, intended for the entire
creation. As a result of God’s action, those who have been
reconciled in Christ are called in turn to proclaim this
reconciliation in word and deed. Throughout 2017, join
Christians everywhere in praying “for the full unity which is
Christ’s will.”
Prayer: We give thanks, O God, for you bless the Church
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Help us support one
another, to be respectful of our differences and to work for
the unity of all those throughout the world who call upon
Jesus as Lord. Help us by your grace to continue praying
the prayer of your Son that we may be one, that we may
draw even closer together and recognize our unity is that of
Yours, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

ST. JOSEPH’S MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of Lee Schoenfeld
Rose Selzer
Mary Lou Dierschke

RESURRECTION CHAPEL FUND
In Memory of Frank Branecky: Cathy Perez

SOCIETY NEWS
Catholic Daughters Coffee & Kolache Membership
Drive next Sunday, January 22, 10:30 a.m. in the Family
Room for all CDA members and any Catholic women, 18
years and older, who love and support the Church and wish
to participate in social and charitable activities. The
Catholic Daughters welcome you and would be very happy
to have you join us. See the brochure in today’s bulletin for
more information.
CDA Meeting moved to next Monday, January 23 so that
members can attend the Stock Show activities.
_______________________________________________________________________

Altar Society Noodle Soup Dinner, February 26.
Raffle Tickets for the raffle held in conjunction with the
event many be purchased from any Altar Society member,
at local businesses or at the Parish Office.
THE WEEK AHEAD
MON. – No Gold Star Club Meeting. (Early dismissal)
WED. – Champions Club Meets, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m., YMC
– Knights of Columbus Meeting, Former KC Hall
THURS. – KC Bingo, former KC Hall
FRI. – Parish Office closed on Fridays. For any Pastoral
emergency, call the Office at any time.
Remember the sick in your prayers this week,
especially Robert Shockley.

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND

REFLECTION

CHURCH IN LATIN AMERICA: Your contribution
educates priests, religious and lay pastoral leaders; assists
missionaries; trains catechists and supports the Church’s
work with the poor. Please be generous.

ORDINARY TIME - WINTER
2nd – 8th Sundays of Ordinary Time
Called to Discipleship
Ordinary Time is ushered in with a meditation on the
call to discipleship. This call is not reserved for a select
few. It accompanied our baptismal commitment and is
issued to all of us. Discipleship is not something we take
upon ourselves. It is an invitation from God. It might come
to us in the form of an inner call, or an inspiration. It can
come during some religious event, or even when we are out
with friends. The ordinariness of the occasion sometimes
deceives us. If we are attentive to the promptings of our
heart we will be given the insight to recognize what is really
happening; that we are being called by God.
This call to discipleship is a call to radical transformation.
We hear the call and we stand open to what God asks of us.
The invitation introduces us to a new way of life. We no
longer belong solely to ourselves. We belong to the body of
Christ. We are part of the mission of Christ.
Today, we rejoice in the fact of having been called to
follow Christ.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Jan. 15 – Douglas Fojtik
Jan. 16 – Jack Cinadr, Tony Janak, Pauline Lamza
Jan. 18 – Jeralyn Barta
Jan. 21 – Mary Kristynik

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
Jan. 21 – Congratulations Kristi & Bradley Anderle
on your 10th Wedding Anniversary
– Helen & Steve Machart
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Today – No C.C.D. (Stock Show)
Jan. 16 – No K-2nd Grade After School Program
(early dismissal from school & stock show activities)
Jan. 18 – 3rd-6th Grade After School Program; 9-11 C.C.D.
Next Sunday – C.C.D. / * 4th Grade Youth Mass
* All K-11th Grade C.C.D. Students are reminded to be in
their classrooms by 9:15 a.m. so they can process into
Church with their teacher and classmates.
Poinsettias: The manger scene in the Church has been
disassembled and the poinsettias have been placed outside
near the rectory. Parishioners who contributed towards the
Poinsettia Fund are welcome to take a poinsettia home after
Mass.

Each year of the three-year Liturgical Cycle, (A, B, C) is
dedicated to one of the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark
and Luke). This year, Cycle A, is always associated with
Matthew’s Gospel. It has been called the first Gospel, as
well as the Gospel of the Church. Exposure to the mind and
message of Matthew’s Gospel is a fitting way to begin our
new year of Grace.
Since Easter is relatively late this year (April 16), Ash
Wednesday falls on March 1. This will give us more time
than usual to prepare for Lent.

The Lectionary
The First Readings come from a variety of sources,
somehow related to the theme of covenant, the intimate
relationship initiated by God that binds God to the people in
both love and responsibility. The unfaithfulness of the
people put the existence of the covenant in jeopardy, but
another chance was given. The people are promised survival
not because they deserve it but because God is faithful to
covenant promises. Having been shown compassion by
their God, in their turn they are called to attend to the needs
of others, to live in obedience to the commandments, and to
love their covenant companions as God loves them.
The Psalms are appropriate to the covenantal sentiments
expressed in the First Readings.
The Second Readings are drawn from Chapters 1 through
4 of 1 Corinthians in which Paul focuses on the disorders
that had arisen in this young Christian community. The
Christians are following the world’s practice of pitting one
person against another rather than adhering to the gospel’s
injunction to communal unity. Because God’s wisdom is so
different from the wisdom of the world, only those who
mature in faith will understand or even recognize it. Paul
returns to the internal rivalry that precipitated the letter in
the first place, and exhorts the Corinthians to preserve the
unity that is theirs because the Spirit of God lives in them as
in the temple.
The Gospel Readings with a few exceptions are taken from
the Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount – the long instruction
Jesus directed to his disciples rather than to the crowds. In
it he sketches the manner of behavior required of those who
enter the reign of heaven. This includes the Beatitudes as
well as Jesus’ own interpretation of earlier Jewish
traditions. It is clear he is asking more than the Law
dictates. He insists on total commitment, not mere external
conformity of superficial adherence.

